
 
Curriculum Development Guide  

for Grace Groups 
 

The more we talk to group leaders, the more we hear that choosing curriculum for them is a 

struggle, and one that consumes much of their time. As Grace Group Leaders we want you to 

feel a sense of autonomy with your group, but we also want to help you spend more of your time 

on people and less of your time planning out your studies.  

 

How do we want to nurture spiritual growth in our people throughout their time in the group?  

Ideally want group members to... 

 

1. Learn how to study the Bible in community 

2. Still be able to have some focused time for their stage of life/demographic 

3. Develop the Habits of a disciple (spiritual disciplines) 

4. Live out the Characteristics of a disciple (Fruit of the Spirit, Galatians 5). 

5. Occasionally take part in all-church studies, because it brings unity. 

 

We’ve created “5 Buckets” as a way to help the leader choose studies to intentionally develop 

their group spiritually.  

 

“5 Buckets” 

 
 

** Ideally, Group Leaders would pull at least once from all 5 buckets throughout a 

calendar year. Because this is a living document, we will continue to update it over time. 

 

BUCKET #1. BIBLE: 1-2 times a year focus on a book of the Bible or section of a book (try 

1 Old Testament/1 New Testament or 1 Gospel/1 Epistle, etc.). 



  

● Read Scripture Series :: RightNow Media – creative video overviews of each book of the 

bible, biblical theme videos, and how to read/study the bible videos. 

● Bible Study Roadmaps | RightNow Media - year round curriculum guides.  

 

 

BUCKET #2. LIFE STAGE: 1-2 times a year focus on a book or study for your specific 

stage of life and/or demographic (marriage, parenting, men, women). 

 

● Marriage 

○ You and Me Forever - Francis and Lisa Chan (7 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Grace Filled Marriage - Tim Kimmel (8 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ What Happy Couples Know - Andy Stanley (4 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Choosing Marriage - by Debra Fileta. Great book study on marriage. 

■ Companion Videos and study guide on RightNow Media.  

● Parenting 

○ Parenting - Paul David Tripp (14 weeks) on RightNow Media w/ book purchase 

○ Raising Kingdom Kids - Tony Evans (6 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Intentional Parenting - Doug Fields (5 weeks) on RightNow Media w/ study 

purchase 

○ Parenting: Getting It Right – video study by Andy and Sandra Stanley. 

● Men 

○ RightNow Media’s Most Popular Studies for Men 

○ Play the Man - Mark Batterson (4 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Multiple Studies on RightNow Media by Vince Miller: founder of Resolute, a 

men’s discipleship and leadership ministry. 

○ Be a Godly Man - Joby Martin (5 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Right Now Media’s Men’s Study page organized by topics 

● Women 

○ RightNow Media’s Most Popular Women’s Studies 

○ RightNow Media’s Women’s Study page organized by topics 

○ Women of the Word – by Jen Wilkin. Book study: “How to study the Bible with 

both our hearts and our minds”.  

   

 

BUCKET #3. SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES: 1 time a year try to hit on 2 of the spiritual 

disciplines 

 

● Prayer/Hearing from God 

○ Practicing the Way – John Mark Comer. 4 week studies on practices for spiritual 

formation. 

○ Whisper - Mark Batterson (4 weeks) on RightNow Media w/ book option 

○ The Power of Knowing God - Tony Evans (6 weeks) on RightNow Media w/ study 

guide 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/181310
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/roadmaps
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/1213
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/140661
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/237085
https://debrafileta.com/choosing-marriage/
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/729101
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/303205
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/159442
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/266208
https://andystanley.com/parenting/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Channel/225
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/229917
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1001267
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/257960
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Library/8
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Channel/234
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Library/9
https://www.amazon.com/Women-Word-Study-Bible-Hearts/dp/1433567148/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1343603781308428&hvadid=83975308535206&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=90571&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-83975595902956%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=8488_10863898&keywords=women+of+the+word+jen+wilkin&qid=1690386904&sr=8-1
https://www.practicingtheway.org/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/280942
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/387039


○ How to Hear God – by Pete Greig. Book study: “a simple guide for normal 

people” 

● Faith 

○ 5 Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith - Andy Stanley (6-12 weeks) on 

RightNow Media 

○ Facing the Unknown - Mark Batterson (4 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Apologetics - Chad Ragsdale (7 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Confronting Christianity - by Rebecca McLaughlin. Book study: “12 hard 

questions for the world’s largest religion”.  

○ Not a Fan - Kyle Idleman (6 weeks) on RightNow Media w/ book purchase 

○ Follow Me - David Platt book study (6 weeks) 

○ Follow - Andy Stanley (8 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ The Lectio Course – Pete Craig. 5 session video series on scripture meditation.  

○ The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry – by John Mark Comer. Book study: “How to 

stay emotionally healthy and spiritually alive in the chaos of the modern world” 

■ Companion Videos and study guide on RightNow Media.  

○ Emotionally Healthy Spirituality – Book and video series. “It’s impossible to be 

spiritually mature while remaining emotionally immature”. 

○  

● Evangelism/Missions 

○ Everyday Evangelism - Tim Cooper (3 weeks) from NorthPoint Ministries 

○ The Tangible Kingdom Primer - Hugh Halter (8 weeks) book 

○ The Gospel Primer - Caesar Kalinowski (8 weeks) book 

○ The Art of Neighboring - Jay Pathak & Dave Runyon book study 

 

 

BUCKET #4. FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: 1 time a year focus on a Fruit of the Spirit, 

specifically: 

● Love 

○ Love Does – Bob Goff (5 weeks) on RightNow Media 

● Joy 

○ The DNA of Joy - Greg Surratt (6 weeks) Focus on Philippians 

● Peace 

○ Facing Anxiety - Jonathan Pokluda (4 weeks) on RightNow Media 

○ Anxious for Nothing - Max Lucado (5 weeks) on RightNow Media 

● Patience 

○ In the Meantime - Andy Stanley (6 weeks) on RightNow Media 

● Self Control 

○ Redeem the Screen - Kyle Idleman (3 weeks) on RightNow Media 

 

BUCKET #5. ALL CHURCH: 1 time a year jump in on an all church initiative (All In, Love 

Jesus, etc). This would be planned in advance, and dates would be given to group leaders to 

block out their calendar for us to journey together. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/How-Hear-God-Simple-Normal-ebook/dp/B0982ZQR1C/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20NS85OF2LP6G&keywords=how+to+hear+god+pete+greig&qid=1690387431&sprefix=How+to+Hear+%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-1
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/216
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/106
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/338492
https://www.amazon.com/Confronting-Christianity-Questions-Largest-Religion/dp/1433564238?asin=1433564238&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/1277
https://www.amazon.com/Follow-Me-Call-Die-Live/dp/1414373287
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/237085
https://www.24-7prayer.com/podcast_series/the-lectio-course/
https://www.amazon.com/Ruthless-Elimination-Hurry-Emotionally-Spiritually/dp/0525653090/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1330409636839840&hvadid=83150673564441&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=90571&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-83150952843166%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=27459_10992098&keywords=ruthless+elimination+of+hurry&qid=1690388449&sr=8-1
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/729101
https://www.emotionallyhealthy.org/product/emotionally-healthy-spirituality-course-participants-pack-expanded-edition/
https://www.anthology.study/Studies/Everyday-Evangelism
https://missiopublishing.com/collections/primers/products/the-tangible-kingdom-primer?variant=8570892255297
https://missiopublishing.com/collections/primers/products/the-gospel-primer?variant=8570894385217
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Neighboring-Building-Genuine-Relationships/dp/080101459X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3KCWI3TB9A83I&dchild=1&keywords=the+art+of+neighboring+by+jay+pathak+and+dave+runyon&s=books&sprefix=the+art+of+neighboring%2Cstripbooks%2C437&sr=1-1
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/408498
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/905
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/430292
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/407858
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/230499
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/434086


 

BONUS: Racial Reconciliation  

 

Race and the Gospel - Matt Chandler and Bryan Loritts (5 weeks) on RightNow Media 

 

 

ADITTIONAL RESOURCES: 

• Grace Group Leader Podcast - available wherever you listen to podcasts 

• Group Leaders - website devoted to resource group leaders. 

• Anthology - video group studies for life and faith 

• Group Checkpoint - opportunity for your group to celebrate how God is working and 

determine a plan for continued growth.  

 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/437634
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/grace-group-leader-podcast/id1599309589
https://groupleaders.org/
https://anthology.study/
https://anthology.study/studies/group-checkpoint

